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Thierry Hodehou

Thierry Hodehou is a PhD student in Plant Breeding at Cheikh Anta Diop University of
Dakar, conducting his research at the Regional Center of Excellence for Drought
Adaptation (CERAAS) in Senegal. He holds a B.S. in Agronomy and an M.5. in
Biotechnology and Seed Production from the National University of Agriculture, Benin.
His research focuses on uncovering the genetic basis of adaptive traits that confer grain
mold avoidance and yield stability across diverse climates, using QTL analysis,
enviromics, and genomic prediction. He also supports the sorghum breeding program by
| applying breeder-friendly molecular markers to ensure the successful introgression of key
traits. Aside from his sorghum research, Thierry contributes to a broader mungbean

% project in Benin, where he analyzes genetic data and trains M.5S. and PhD students.
Looking ahead, he aims to advance plant breeding and genetics by developing resilient
crop varieties capable of withstanding environmental stressors and enhancing global
food security.

Zeleke Keimeso Lango

Zeleke Keimeso Lango is an Ethiopian plant breeder and geneticist with over 11 years of
research experience at the Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural Research (EIAR). He has
played a pivotal role in developing and releasing highland maize varieties that strengthen
Ethiopia’s food security and led initiatives under the Modernizing Ethiopian Research on
Crop Improvement (MERCI) project, refining breeding product profiles and modernizing
national breeding pipelines. Zeleke has shown strong leadership as the focal person for
pulses, oil, fiber, and horticultural crops, and as Coordinator of the AARC Workers’
Recreational Club, promoting teamwork and community well-being. He holds an MSc in
Plant Breeding from Jimma University and a BSc in Plant Science from Hawassa University,
Ethiopia, and is pursuing a PhD in Plant Breeding at PAULESI, University of Ibadan, through
the African Union scholarship. His doctoral research, in collaboration with CIMMYT,
applies genomic selection to enhance tropical maize hybrid performance under stress
conditions. Zeleke is dedicated to advancing innovative breeding strategies for sustainable
agricultural transformation across Africa and beyond.
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Irene Mughi
Irene is a dedicated plant breeder and seed systems professional, passionate about |
improving smallholder farmers' access to quality seeds. Growing up in a farming community |
in arid Eastern Kenya, Irene witnessed the impact of improved seed varieties firsthand,
“! which sparked her mission to transform subsistence farming. Her career spans roles at
| KALRO, Alliance for Biodiversity/CIAT, and the IFDC where she focused on crop breeding
| and agribusiness development. Currently, as Vice-President of Programs for East and
B Southern Africa at Seed Systems Group, Irene oversees seed sector development across 15
w21 countries, bridging science, policy, and farmer impact. Her work aims to empower farmers
¥4 through better seed and sustainable innovation. Irene holds a BSc in Agriculture from the
%=1 University of Nairobi, an MSc in Plant Breeding and Seed Systems from Makerere
2 University and is pursuing a PhD in Plant Breeding and Genetics at the University of
Nairobi. Her current study focuses on engaging farmers and market actors to prioritize their
B preferred traits in vegetable pigeon pea and integrate these traits in pigeon pea varieties
| using modern genomic technologies.
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