
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  I L L I N O I S  

A T  U R B A N A - C H A M P A I G N  

 

The Illinois Plant Breeding Center at the University of Illinois offers more than 21 
fellowships to support MS and PhD studies in crop genetic improvement.  These 
fellowships are sponsored by corporations and private individuals, and are primarily merit-
based.  Each pays a 12-month stipend, tuition, fees, and health benefits.  All applicants to the 
Graduate Program (Crop Sciences Department; specialization in areas related to crop 
improvement such as Plant Breeding, Quantitative Genetics, Bioinformatics, etc.) are 
considered for these prestigious awards.  For information on how to apply to the Graduate 
Program, see http://plantbreeding.illinois.edu/How_To_Apply.html  

Research Assistantships are also available.  These involve half-time work related to the 
student’s thesis project and pay an annual stipend, tuition, health benefits, and most student 
fees. 

Students work under the direction of world class faculty 
(http://plantbreeding.illinois.edu/Our_Faculty.html).  We offer a rich curriculum in genetics, plant 
breeding, and statistics/experimental design as well as vast resources across campus in 
associated disciplinary areas including, to name a few, 

• The National Center for Supercomputing Applications (http://www.ncsa.illinois.edu/),  
• The Roy J. Carver Biotechnology Center (http://www.biotec.illinois.edu/),  
• The Micro and Nanotechnology Laboratory (http://mntl.illinois.edu/bionano/), and  
• The Energy Biosciences Institute (http://www.energybiosciencesinstitute.org/).   

There are opportunities for our graduate students to participate in internships with seed and 
biotech companies.  In addition, we offer scholarships to a supplementary certificate program in 
Business.   

Learn more about how to prepare for a rewarding career in crop genetic improvement at the 
University of Illinois!   

University of Illinois http://illinois.edu/ 

College of Agricultural, Consumer, and Environmental Sciences http://aces.illinois.edu/ 

Department of Crop Sciences http://cropsci.illinois.edu/ 

Illinois Plant Breeding Center  http://plantbreeding.illinois.edu/ 

To apply to the Graduate Program, see http://plantbreeding.illinois.edu/How_To_Apply.html .  
For additional information, contact Wendy White, Assistant Director of the Illinois Plant 
Breeding Center, (wgwhite@illinois.edu).  
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